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1 
This invention relates generally fo improve- 
ments in tools for applying identification tags 
fo various articles of clothing ancl more par- 
ticularly to a press-like device by which small 
metal identification or initial tags may be ap- 
pliecl to such articles of footwear such as-rub- 
bers, galoshes, and the like. 
As described in my prior co-pending appli- 
cation Serial No. 96,873, flled June 3, 1949, for 
Footwear Identification, now abandoned, I lro- 
lose to solve the long standing problem of posi- 
tively identifying rubbers and like footgear by 
the application thereto of three or more metal 
initial tags carrying the initiais of the owner. 
Such tags in their preferred form are marie from 
sheet metal to a generally rectangular shape 
with the initiais embossed or otherwise alllied 
and they are provided with teeth on opposite 
edges for clinching attachment fo the footgear. 
To. rentier this method of identification com- 
pletely practical, it is necessary that. some form 
of simple and readily olerated tOol be provided 
so that the storekeeper at the rime of selling.the 
footwear may .apply the initial tags with a mini- 
mum of rime and maximum of convenience. 
is accordingly the primary object of my lresent 
invention fo provide a tool meeting these re- 
quirements and which is extremely simple in con- 
struction and oleration and compact enough to 
be stored away in a kit with an assortment of 
initialed tags ail as will be presently set forth. 
Another object of my lresent invention is 
provide for such a tool a tag holder or carrier 
into which a minimum of three inltialed tags 
may be quickly inserted with the flngers and 
held in proper aligned relation while being 
clinched into the footwear. 
Still another object of my invention is fo. pro- 
vide a tool of this kind which may be used in 
applying the identification tags to footwear of 
ail types and which embodies a number of fea- 
tures anà reflnements as will be described in the 
following speciflcation. 
A further object is to provide a tool Wherein 
the tag holder or carrier is positionable in two 
distinct positions at right angles fo each other, 
whereby to adapt the tool to .application of the 
tags to various types of wearing apparel. 
These and other more detailed and speciflc ob- 
jects will be disclosed in .the course of the fol- 
lowing speciflcation reference being had to the 
accompanying drawings, which-- 
Fig. 1 is a side elevation of a tool_of my inven- 
tion .and ilinstrating parts thereof in bhe posi- 
tions they assume when clinching the tags into 
the footgear in dotted lines. 
Fig. 2 is a similar view but taken from the 
front of the tcol and also showing a portion of 
a rubber in position for application of the tags. 
' Mg 3 Is an enlarged detall elevation and sec- 

OFFICE 

2 
tion of the lower lart of the plunger anà asso- 
ciateà tag holder or carrier and showing one of 
the tags in place therein. 
Fig. 4 is a similar view but showing a modifled 
5 form of tag holder. 
Fig. 5 is a perspective view of one of the iden- 
tification tags alone. 
Fig. 6 is a side elevation of a modifled form of 
o1. 
10 Fig. 7 is an enlarged horizontal sectiona] view 
along the line 7--7 in Fig. 6. 
Fig. 8 is an enlarged, fragmentary plan view 
along the line 8--8 in Fig. 6. 
Fig. 9 is a plan view of the tool in use as ap- 
15 plying identification tags horizontal across the 
upper part of heavy footgear, such as stadium 
 boots. 
Referring now more particularly and by refer- 
ence characters to the drawing the tool as shown 
20 in Figs. 1 and 2 comprises a frame, designated 
generally at 1O, preferably taking the form of a 
casting having a base I I, a back 12, and a head 
13 over]ying the base thus forming a yoke-]ike 
frame with a recess 14 into which a rubber or 
25 other footgear such as indicated af A may be 
placed. A rectangular anvil I§ is secured upon 
the upper forward face of the base I! and is 
secured thereto by means of. screws 16. This 
anvil I§ bas a pi:-ofparallel grooves 17 run- 
30 ning from front fo rear endsand in vertical align- 
ment with the center of the anvil the frame head 
 13 is provided with an upright bore $ fo slidably 
receive an upright press ploEuger or ram 19. This 
plunger 19 is thus mounted for up and clown 
35 movement toward and away from the anvil 15 
and the plunger is formed with a longitudinal 
groove adapted to slidably engage a pin 2! enter- 
ing the bore ! $ fO prevent the pltuuger from turn- 
ing about its axis. The plunger 9 is. also pro- 
40 vided with a hardened cap at ifs upper end and 
a light expansion coil spring 23 is coiled around 
the plunger and braced between the cap and the 
head 13 in ortier fo yieldably bias the pluger as- 
sembly in an upward direction. Such more- 
45 ment of the plunger under influence of the spring 
23 ts limited by the upward contact of a ta 
holder or carrier, designated generally at 24; 
with the underside of the head 13, as clearly 
shown in Fig. 1. 
5o As stated hereinbefore, the tool is for the lur- 
pose of alllyingïnitialed tags te the foot gear 
A and at this point attention is directed fo Fig. 
§ wherein one of such tags is designated ai 2§. In 
the form best adapted for use and application by 
55 the tool such tags comlrlse rectangular lleces of 
metal suitably embossed fo define the initiais 
and lrovided on ollosite edges with teeth 2. 
Also as will be noted the corners of the.tag are 
rounded as indicated at 7. For lractical pur- 
60 loses three of such tags carrying the owner 
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initials must be applied fo the footgear and the 
/mg ho]dot or carrier 24 here shown is adapted to 
this purpose as will now be described. 
The fs:g, hQlde qomprises a rectangular moral 
black 28 havi_ng a cenfrally located aperture te 
accomrnodate a reduced lower end extension 
îormed on the plunger 19 and the block is se-. 
cured in such position by means of a pin 3[} so 
that itis parallel with the anvil 15 and particu-. 
Iarly with the groove 17 therein. Along one lower- 
lateral edge of the block 28 there is ormed a de, 
pending bead or flange 31 and secured fo the 
opposite side of the block is a. rectangular fiat leaf 
spring 32 mounte4 by screws 33 and depending 
ifs lower edge beneath the block fo the saine loyal 
as the. aforesaid.bead, The width of tle opening 
or Space between the bead 3 and lower edge-of 
the Spring 32 is very slightïy, less rhin he width 
of the tags 2 so that t_he t.ags m..a:: bas!ipped one 
at a rime endwise between these payts untit three 
of such tags bave been ïed fo the undersie of 
the holder. The spring 32 is for.ced slght!y, away 
from the block at it lower edge in  s pr_oc- 
ess so that it thon resiliently grips the tugs and 
ïorces them into ïrictional contact witt! tho op- 
posite bead 3 . A stop 3a is depend¢_d f.rom the 
rear end of the block 2S_ in oçder te c0ntact_ the 
tag flrst inserted and thus .as each suçcessive t.ag 
is put in place they will- be brought- to_ side. by 
side contact and held properly aligned ben.eath 
the holder. In order fo facilitat.e the insertion 
of the tags into the holder the under side oï it 
black 28 is upwazdly recessed as indicated at 
between the bead 3 I. and sprLug 2 thus reducing 
the area of fictional coniact bétween the tags 
and the block and causing the former o be held 
alm0st entirely by. their edges. !nasmuch as 
there maY be minor irregularities in the dimen- 
sions, of the tags I form the spring 2. with two 
spaced Slots 3. exteding upwardly some distance 
fremthe lower edge so that_in effect tlle spçing is 
diyid_ed, into three'sections each of_ a.width such as 
to provide for individual grpping tension upon 
the three tags asw.ill be clearly- apparent in Fig. 1. 
The frae I[} is formed wih an UPwardlb.' ex- 
tending handle mounting, gear 37 af the ïorwad 
end of the head portion 13 and pivotlIoE mPunted 
bF means of a pin S te tis ear i_s. a h_a_n.e 
preferably ruade in the f0rm of a stampi.ng o.f J- 
shaped cross section. Adjacent iris. pivote end 
the handl_e 3 is fm'm_ed with rounded cam edge 
a. which are hardened and which in the uPpe.r- 
m0t position of te plgnger i0 Çtad. i_mne- 
diately_ adjacent tb caP_ 2 t_e.eq, I.t_ wi!l be 
nçted, that thehancl! _O is l!g!t.ly short.er than 
the overall length of th head prtion. I Of tbe 
frame so that in the lowe.rmost ppsi.tin_, of the 
h_an.d.le shown in dotte_d lin_es r ig. I th.e 
tire tool will assumée, an a.lmost, square, an..d_: 
c0mpa_c shape permitngit to le package_d and 
stored with. the greate_s cenenience. 
I_n.. the. operation, of le tool, witb t.h p!unger 
19 in its upper position, three of the. tags 2..5 bea._'- 
ing the initials in their proper ord.e.r açe. i.n_¢rted 
0ne af a time in the helder 2. v«tth the eeth 28 
aligned with the groove Il in tl]e anvfi I.. The 
article of footgear or other clothing desi'ing t0 be 
identifled is thon_ placard on th¢ anv! I  a_s. seen 
in Fig 2 and the operator starts the P!ungey 
downward with the thunb until t!e 
reaches a loyal af which the handle 9, operated 
by the saine hand, may be swung ovin- and down- 
 war_d to complote the downward motion, of the 
plunge_r. The. teeth 2 obviçusly wfl! thon pierce 
th article A and, coming in contact with the 
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grooves IL will be turned over and clinched 
thereby after which the handle 39 is again ralsed. 
and the holder 2 will readily pull itself ïree o 
the applied tags as the holder rises. It will thus 
5 be nogéd tl!at the operati0n is completely straight- 
forward and may be carried out with a minimum 
of rime and effort on the part of the operator. 
As will be noted in the drawing the lateral sur- 
face. of the block 28, to which the spring 32 is 
10 aflixed, is inclined ïrom the vertical so that the 
sPr!rg itse!f inclines at its lower edge in whag 
may be termed an inward direction as referenced 
to the center of the space into which the tags 
are.Placed. As a result the spring bas a tendency 
15 fo slightly "hook" un4er the adjacent edges of 
the tags and pull them up against the underside 
of the block. This angle of the pring is some- 
vhat exaggers/ted in the drawing for tte sake of 
clarity. 
20 In Fig. 4 I show-a modification of- the .tag 
holder ag.ain indicated af 2  but in this case the 
block 28 is formed vith beads 3la and 3lb al0ng 
both of ifs edges. In this. case, howèver , I con- 
template making the block itsetï in theform of a 
25 permanent magnat preferably using-the material 
known to the trade as "Alnico" and when used 
with tags which are themselves of ferrous mate- 
rial if will be obvious that the magnetic, attTac- 
tion will serve to hold them accurately in place. 
30 It may be desirabl_e to provide means for posi- 
tionLng the tag holder_ or carrier 2 a ight angles 
t0 the pqsition shown in Figs. 1 a.n d 2, aS or 
example in applying the tags 2 across th_e. ulper 
parç of such footgear as stalium bq0ts B as seen 
25 in Fg. 9. The tQol shown_ in Figs.. 6-9 perm.f-'; 
the carrier 2 to be used in ei.her position as wiil 
now be described. 
Such paçts of this tool as are identical fo th0se 
described heretoïoe are for convenience dçsig- 
,') nated in Figs. 6-9 by the saine r6feen.ce char- 
acters, but the plunger 19 in thi.s cse bas a 
circumerential gro9ve 4[} a.n.d in addition, to the 
longitudina.1 groove 2 to lida.bly enag e the 
inner end of pin 21 bas a s.econd, parllel, g, roove 
45 [}a located ninety degrees fro.m the first. The 
arrangement is thus such. that, when th.e plunger 
I is raised just short of it.s uppermost po_si.tion 
of Fig.  the groove a} Will regiter wtth the pia 
21 so that the plunger may be rotated on its 
50 axis. By so turning the plunger either the gro0ve 
2[} or gr0ove 2ea. may be aligned with the pin t 
and the tool thus operated with the tag ho.lder 
or ca'rier in either of. to right, angarly re- 
lated positions. In ordre- that the turnipg, m o- 
55 tion of the plunger wil! be restçicted tp a. quaçtr 
turn I provide a stop pin 4. whiçh, is fa.sten¢d 
crosswise through the plung" in th.e grooye 
with its ends so located wth, 'especç t0 the open 
upper ends of grooves 2} an .2.8a S ZO çontact 
60 the inner end 0f pin 21 aS. thç pl.unger i turned. 
Either groove 28 or goove 2a. wil.1 t.h.u_s ho 
registered with the pin 21 as_the pl4.nger i.s ul:ued 
and th ends qf pir  [ wi]l. str_ik.e pi.n 2 . as will 
be understoq. ThUs the h01er 2 my.. b posi- 
6 tio_ned, in. e.ither of two_ positions a rlght, angles 
to each other, a!!owing the tag. to. be applied 
as best suited fo the vaçious types of urticles 
fo be identifid. The anti!. .5-.in thi case is 
also made: squara and has two sets-of, parallel 
70 grooves iï-iTa at right angles fo properly turn 
over the teeth on the tags in the two, positions 
of he tag holder. .  
If is. understood that suitÇble modifiç.aions 
may be mad.e in. tle, structure as d'.mclosd, pro- 
7 vided UC. modifications coma withi, tha spirit 
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and scope of the appended claims. Having now 
therefore fully illustrated and described my in- 
vention, what I claire fo be new and desire fo 
protect by Letters Patent is: 
1. A tool or applying toothed initial tags of 
the character described to articles of ctothing, 
comprising aframe having a base, a back and 
a head overhanging the base, an anvil on the 
base and the head being so spaced thereabove 
that an article of clothing may be rested on said 
anvil, a plunger mounted through the head for 
up and down movement toward and away îrorn 
the anvil, means yieldably biasing the piun2eï, 
in an upward direction, means fol" forcing the 
plunger downward, means for holding a pturatity 
of toothed initial tags in a row on the !ower end 
of the plunger, the anvil having grooves for en- 
gaging and clinching the teeth on the tags as 
the plunger is forced downward, cooperating 
guide means on the head and plunger whereby 
the plunger may be rotated through a quarter 
turn fo either of two angularly related positions, 
and the anvil having two sers of grooves at right 
angles fo each other fo engage the teeth on 
the tags in either position of the plunger. 
2. A tool of the character described for clinch- 
ing identification tags on clothing, comprising a 
frame having a base, back and head overlying 
the base, an anvfl on the base, the said head 
having a bore at right angles fo the base and 
anvil, a plunger reciprocably and rotatably 
mounted in the bore ,ïor movement toward and 
away ïrom the anvil, means on the lower end of 
the plunger for holding tags for clinching, means 
ïor moving the plunger toward and away from 
the anvil, the said plunger having at least two 
longitudinal grooves spaced apart angularly 
around the plunger and a circumferentially ex- 
tending groove joining these grooves, a pin in 
the head of the ïrame extending into the bore 
to enter the grooves whereby the plunger may 
be rotated to and between two angularly related 
Positions and then reciprocated in either, and 
the anvil having angularly related tag clinching 
grooves for clinching tags in either position of 
the plunger. 
3. In a tool for clinching toothed initial tags 
on articles of clothing, a ïrame having base, 

back and head portions with the head portion 
overlying the base portion and having a bore 
at right angles thereto, an anvil on the base 
portion, a pin fixed in the head portion and 
5 entering the bore therein, a plunger slidable in 
the bore toward and away from the anvil and 
on the lower end adjacent the anvil having a 
head and means for holding a row of initial 
tags for clinching by the anvil, the said plunger 
10 having two longitudinal grooves spaced apart 
angularly a quarter turn and a joining clrcum- 
ferentially extending groove for receiving the 
said pin and permitting the plunger fo be ro- 
tated to align either of the longitudinal grooves 
15 with the pin and thereby position the head at 
two right angularly related positions. 
4. In a tool for clinching toothed initial tags 
on articles of clothing, a frame having, base, 
back and head portions with the head portion 
20 overlyinE the base portion and having a bore 
at right angles thereto, an anvfl on the base 
portion, a pin fixed in the head portion and 
entering the bore therein, a plunger slidable in 
the bore toward and away ïrom the anvil and 
25 on the lower end adjacent the anvil having a 
head and means for holding a row of initial 
tags for clinching by the anvil, said plunger 
having a longitudinal groove slidably engaging 
the pin» an upwardly extending handle mourir- 
30 ing ear on the head portion of the frame, a 
handie of a U-shaped stamping pivoted on said 
ear and having spaced cam edges for engaging 
the adjacent upper end of the plunger to force 
saine downward toward the anvil» and a pring 
35 biasing the plunger in an upward direction. 
JOHN C. LINDQUIST. 
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